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Mr. Robert Lovis Stevenson's * Kidwap
you like, only a boy's atory, like * Treorii Isfand,”
but it isa book of genius o som thine very near
it. Lucky are the boys tor whom =il on lurik s
written, no matter of what age. 1 beliove 1 have
gaid tiat tho list of boys who aie ani
admirers of “Treasure Ieland " inelndea U4
Miuisters, wnd even the Prime Minator
prescat tule mads its first apperanes oo ehedp
woekly paver for boys uotalde advaneca the
tastes of bove too long nenriehed on pouny «
fuls mast ave wade, This s the tnvasion of liter
atnre o a proviges lberetofure  the proy ol
Laararisme.
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may e Wit o i too mnch,  Oue
writer St Mo Daloe of ogr getinrilion, Dl
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of wiv o utare has appearsl that e etotid
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Mir Goadstone stigled ontas the sole Suecessir To
Koidusin Crasoe,  Lity Mr Dang eoahil not v
board Lim say that Mr Steveuson hins rewad deeply
e 1Y fue petiod, Swint s certainly Filiar 1o
B, ared e has atudied Swift's method of giving
vepsimilitnde to nprobabilities.  “ Kignapgedd ™
has for fronti piece a wap or sketeh of the erniee
of the Brig Lovenant and the prolabde conrse of
Davil Baifom’s wanderings, The hook ptsell s
dogeribiod g3 Memoirs of the Sdventares of Pavil
Palfonr in the year 1751 how Je wis Kidnapped
amd Cust awny; los sufferines in o Desert Isle:
Lis Jonrney o the Wild Highlamds g
anee with Alan Broek stewart awd other notorisns
igh Juenhites; with all that he Sptiered at
tue lands of hin Unele, Ebenezer Baltour of shaws,
falsely w0 callisl: written by Hinseif aml ubw set
forth by Nobert Louis Stevenson,”
o see how much thisis m Swift's
have only to turn to the book
Guiliver's Travels, That also, it may
rensarking, is a book of adveatard, gl was nul-
hsbied  after Robinson Crasees, and moay prol” Is
% pretend to nvaley ™ with anyvtling M
has yet done. | opresume it is ot whol
to thecritie who pronosnees, as is the fushion uf
s gweeping a jndgmeat. The wue wth
book is % Travels into Beveral  Hemote
Nutwons of the World, By Lemuel Galbiver, P
a Surgeon, and then a Captain of Severnl Bhone,
Ewift's prefuce i o the form of anoubideess T

in
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monner voil
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commonly enljod

e Slevelson

I i Thwm il

oritics,
of the

the pulidisher to the rewdor—tle pubiisber menning
toe editor, Althongh Me, Gulliver, he telly e, " was
Yorn in Nottinghamslive, whitre his fothor dweis,

vet 1 Bave leard him say his Gonily eame Tron
Oxfordshire: to conticm which I have observid i
the churehivard at Bambary in that connty several
tomba and  monuments of the Gullivers™ My
Erar--ln--u‘n s beniecer Balfonr of Shaws, falsly =
eallea,” is ont of the sawe There 1s o
Guestion uf borrowing: all [ that Mr.
Brevenson works by some of the sqne procosses s

Bwify: which s pagegvrie, not ecti=ure.

The Birmingham Free  Library
engaged 0 a praiseworthy ellot to
collection of all known or perhiaps all lmportant
editions of Shakespeare since the leginning of the

mieniedid
mieit is

seeins 1o b

comnledie .

eightecuth century., A list of ita desid %
given in ono of the trale ovgons, Among tl

editiona advertised for are several printed in Boston
Thiladelphia, and even Auburn.  Birine lioes

b weortl |

a reputation for doing witn energy whatever it |
does, nnd its Free Libraries are among the hest |

monnments of ita intelligenes and publie smnt
1 only hope that it pays more Lewddl than it once dud
to condition as an eletment of volue ln hools,
In thesame trade orean § tind a remark
the Amortcan eolleogor of Shakespeares will da we
to hesd, A set of the first four folio ed
Shukesprare s to be sold next week at Sothet
“ What a nummber of copies of the first folio Juve
turned up during the last two or three venrs
cries the trade organist; “ there sectus to Le no end
to them. It the book had been as rap

which
1

1tinns of

e

a8 wa
popularly sapposad, there have been enomugh copyes
pent 1o the States [this means the Uunited States of
Ameriea] alope to exhauust the English tnker
The fact is, the book 8 comparatively eaumon,
except in fine condition, when fndead 1808 a rarity,”

Liut how  few people know whether a copy s line
or not! Not long ago 1 went over & celebrated
callege hhr.lr}' moeompany with a lareo party
which lncluded  somn dull'lu'\'_lll.-uhr-{ persnns,
Everything was shown ns, and at last we  were
taken into a room where the elief troasutes of the
library wers kept by thewselves under lock and
key, The key was apolied tothe lock and the
treasures were  produced. Some of them were
troasures inoevery sense of the word, and deserved
all the care aud homaee bestowed on them,  lat
ane of the books shown with pride wusa copy of
the First Folio of Shakespeare; short, ansonnl,
with tory leaves, and inlaid leaves, aud tithe por-
trait and verses either in fac-siuile or were sevups
awld tragmeuts of the original,  pastad togetler on
o modern leaf. The bopk  was all bat woythiless,
vat to tell the excelleat libravinn ap would bave
bren shieer cruclty, and T am gled to say oer parts
sirveysl tlis precions volue with grave faoes
and said what they wers expected Lo say,

A literary euriosity of mo little bitereal he
into my hauds, nothing less than Poor Richand’s
Almanae in Clinese, Wit would Frankhin have
gaid? The late Mr. W, H. Huutington
lection of LEuroepean editions of "eor Iiehund in
difterent lanenages, 1 beteve thers were
thirty in all, and he did oot thivk his collection
complete, Soongas g health lasted, he never
ceasal Lis eftorts to enlarge 1o vumber,  Wiile
My, John Russcll Young was American Ministor at
Yekin ne seizod the opportunisy of having o trans
Lation dune into Clibnese, 1t was  execated der
the care of the president ol the Pelan

bl ool

LT

e book,™ wreites Mr. Young to Huntington,
“will go oiute elrculntion as a part of Clinese
enrrent Diteraturs, and it seomed best to do 0t

therelore 1w chivap forny™ It s a Litthe pranphilet
of thirty-three pages in small foolsean syo., with a
atit browp paper  eover, The Chinese veision
soctns Lo bhave becn wadeo teom a Freoch transia
tiog, amd the Freoeh text precodes the ©) '
The French titls 18 % La Science ¢u Lonhowon
Richard ou le Chomin de a Fortuno Tel gu'el ext
churement adigué duus oo vl Almanach  de
Pensylvanie intitale ; L'Almanach du Bonlomme
Richard, Iwiprone An Coltege de Tungwoen,
Yekiog, 18547 The Frepel tills nftecn [rasues,
the Chiness sevwenteen, a blank vage occurring near
the emd. Mr. Yonug sent four coplies of this inter
esting edition to Mr, Huntintgon asa Cliristias
gt 15k and Mr. Hontington's executor sent une
of the four tome. Other books came withit, on
whieh 1 way make presenily n note or two
Huutingion waw not & collector of the conven
gional sort: he knew what he liked and vothing
would 1ndoce him to buy what he did not care for,
And somv ol the thiugs that mteiested Lim were
oot vl the comwmon way.

¢ These are perhaps the dullest wonths of the yeuar
for tho beok-publishing trade. They are alwiays
dull, and perbaps now are duller than ever by
reason of the elections and the goreral political
excitemwent, Literary jonrnals have o tard tinwe
of it, while uafor the daily pavers they for the
most part let literuture alons. Novels coutinue to
appear —and wach novels! Yet the book-shops, new
and second-hand, keep open, and bouks are
evidently sold and bought, and the circulating
Ebraries will supply you with as wany cartloads
of matter, printod and boand, as your sulweription
entitles you to. A cirenluting Librarian—ii one
may use sieh & word—hus a theory of his own
aboat literawnre, wsnd never understunds what
Charles Lamb said alout Looks which are not
booka. Bales by auwctien are alwiost nt anend, A
bookscller told me thin week that, en the whols,
businens wis not bad. When 1 acked what Le
meant, his answer waa that prices in the puection
goorus had of late ruled low, while prices in the
shops rexained a8 they were and buycrs wete neb

L]

wanting, Cheap books are getting cheuper. Fustruction,

Instraction,

Gteamboats and Railcoads. Steamboats and Railroads,

Editious at a shilling have been snecesdod by
wlitions at mxpence, and those by editions at
thresrenion, and  finally eome editions at a penny ;
Jower thay which it seems ditfienlt tor the moss
entorprising pablisher to go. % Masanlay's greatest
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